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26th June 2020 

Willenhall Community Primary School – Relationships, Health and Sex Education in Year 6 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

In less disrupted times at this point in the year, we would usually be offering a full program of 

relationships and health education, as well as optional sex education, to children in Year 6.  

However, we will not be able to teach what we usually would due to the limited return to school 

for Year 6 pupils, and the restrictions in place as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.  This letter 

should clarify what we are able to teach this year. 

From September 2020, it is a statutory requirement that all schools in England will be teaching 

Relationships and Health Education, and Willenhall Community Primary School is an ‘early 

adopter’ school, meaning we have begun to teach this curriculum this year.  We carried out a full 

consultation about this curriculum during 2019, and we published our Relationships, Health and 

Sex Education policy on the school website here: https://www.willenhallprimary.org/wp-

content/uploads/2019/12/Relationships-Health-and-Sex-Education-Policy.pdf 

As this new curriculum is in place, we are able to teach the content about Relationships and Health 

education this year.  However, this does not include sex education which requires a further 

parental consultation, which we have not been able to carry out under the current restrictions as it 

would involve meetings for parents/carers in school.  Therefore, over the next few weeks, the Year 

6 children attending school will learn: 

- how to keep clean (personal hygiene) 

- the physical and emotional changes for males and females during puberty (recapping on 

their learning from Year 5) 

- what we mean by a healthy relationship 

- the changes taking place as part of their transition to secondary school 

 

We will not be teaching: 

- about the link between puberty and reproduction 

- about reproduction in relationships and why two people might choose to have a sexual 

relationship 

- how babies are made through sex 

- the process of conception and pregnancy 
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You may wish to talk to your child about the topics not being taught yourself, and we will also 

inform secondary schools so that this content can be offered in their new school during the next 

academic year.   

As this content is not yet statutory, your right to withdraw children from these lessons remains in 

place for this academic year.  If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact the school 

and we can arrange a phone call to talk about this with you.   

Thank you for your continued support. 

David Whitney 

PSHE and SMSC Leader 
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